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2017 Bushfire Season 
Operation Thum Nhoom

Queensland experienced a very intense but short 
bushfire season in 2017. 

Weather Conditions

- TC Debbie produced high fuel loadings in the 
Whitsunday Coast due to vegetation damage and 
Central and SE QLD had significant rainfall.

- Storm season arrived early.

- Drought effected 66.3% of the state. 
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2017 Bushfire Season – Operation Thum Nhoom

A major fire occurred at Caloundra on the Sunshine Coast in August. The fire 
season  ran through until some early season rains reduced much of the 
intensity in many areas October/November. Bushfires and grassfires were 
experienced across most of the state. 

Despite these conditions losses due to bushfires were kept to a minimum. 
Some major contributors to this result were:
• A very wide campaign across mainstream and social media emphasising the 

need for public awareness of the risk and their role in being prepared, 
preventing ignitions and reporting any fires;

• Widespread restriction on permits to light fires and use of local firebans to 
reduce ignitions; and

• A very strong preparedness and weight of attack on any ignitions which did 
occur on bad days through very good cooperation within QFES (Rural Fire 
Brigades and Fire and Rescue Service units) and with our partner agencies.

It was the combination of these factors which maximised the chances of 
success. 



Developments in Legislation, Policy and Planning 

Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Legislation Amendment 

Bill 2015

For a firefighter to be eligible under the proposed deeming provisions, they must:
be diagnosed with one of the following 12 cancers on or after 15 July 2015; and
meet the qualifying period of active firefighting service for that disease.

For a firefighter to be eligible under the proposed deeming provisions, they must:
be diagnosed with one of the following 12 cancers on or after 15 July 2015; and
meet the qualifying period of active firefighting service for that disease.

Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990 - Commissioner’ s Notification

Review currently being undertaken into the Commissioner's Notification relating to the 
setting of fires to assist in the management of Cane due to significant changes to the Cane 
Industry due to deregulation of the industry.  
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Fire Management Groups

• Local stakeholders & partners

• Planning meetings to identify 
hotspots and mitigation strategies 

• Develop Bushfire Risk Mitigation Plan 
and copy submitted to LDMG & RIDC.

• Reviewed prior to fire season to 
determine residual hazard.



Redi-Portal



Redi-Portal



Redi-Portal
GIS Links




