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Why rebuilt the household assessment tool  

› Original tool built in response to Victorian Bushfire 

Royal Commission 

 

› Feedback from the existing tool 

› Many residents find it difficult to interpret risk 

› Some questions were difficult to understand 

 

› Provide one model suitable for all  

 NSW RFS bush fire exposure calculations 



Existing advice 

› Difficult to adapt to 

specific circumstances 

 

› Not all considerations 

adequately covered 

› In particular, mental 

aspects poorly 

understood 

 

› Perception that partial 

adoption is OK 

 



Considerations for the resident 

› The probability of house survival is increased if the 

residents stay and defend 

 

› Defending a home risks the life of the resident 

 

› Existing literature verifies increased  

 preparedness decreases risk to life and  

 property 

 

 



The new model 



Why are so many questions needed? 

 



There are many elements to being prepared 



 



Where is the greatest risk? 

 





 



 



 



Shelter in place 

Ember Impact 

Direct Flame Contact 

Radiant Heat 



 





 



 



› Online survey results :  inconclusive 

› Initial workshop aim :  to elicit definitions and probabilities 

› Revised objective :  what it means to be prepared for  

        different exposure to wildfire 

 

 

Expert Workshop 



Elements of Preparedness 

Personal 
Capacity 

Available 
equipment 

Conditions of 
the ground 



 



 



 



 



Are all questions equal? 



Prepared to exposure 



 



 



What next?  

› Final testing and feedback 

› Rollout as part of new public website 

› Let the community know 
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